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Birthdays evoke reminiscences. The 
70th anniversary of the JPS cannot 
therefore be permitted to pass with- 
out a fleeting review of some impor- 
tant turning points in its past. What 
makes such a review more interesting 
—though also more difficult—is the 
fact that every event in the life of 

Society rose out of, or was at 
st intimately related to, the chang- 
ing American Jewish community. 

Why, for example—to begin with 
the beginning—did the third attempt 
to start a Jewish Publication Society 
succeed, whereas the two previous 
attempts (1845, 1872) had failed? 
Unquestionably, no single factor can 
account for this. The chief reason for 
this must have been the different 
nature of the Jewish community: it 
was larger, wealthier, more settled. 
The growing immigration of the next 
two decades assured the Society’s 
books a sufficient reading public to 
make its modest program practicable. 

It was evident almost from the first 
that the Society would have to do 

something about an English Bible 
. made by Jews, for Jews, 

nd on the basis of Jewish traditions. 
For a generation had grown up which 
knew no Hebrew. Jewish education, 
and even some synagogue worship, 
was becoming dependent on English 
translation. We shall not concern our- 
selves here with the reason for the 
failure of the first plan, in accordance 
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AN INVITATION ... 


You are cordially invited to attend 
the 70th Annual Meeting of the Jew- 
ish Publication Society of America, 
which will be held at 6:30 P.M. on 
Sunday, April 27, 1958, in the War- 
wick Hotel, 17th and Locust Streets, 


Philadelphia. 


If you cannot attend in person, we 
urge you to do so in spirit by paying 
your membership dues at once so that 
you may be recorded as “present” in 
your support of the Society’s services 
to the cultural life of American Jewry. 


The Officers and Trustees 











with which each book of the Bible was 
assigned to a different translator, al- 
most exclusively to rabbis: that too 
reflects a passing aspect of Jewish 
life in America. In almost ten years 
only the Book of Psalms was com- 
pleted—by Dr. Kaufmann Kohler. 
Eventually the plan was revised. 
The only three then-established schol- 
arly institutions were represented on 
the Committee of Translators: the 
Hebrew Union College, the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, and the Drop- 
sie College. The members of the Com- 
mittee were men of learning and 
intellect, but there was only one Bible 
scholar among them, namely Dr. Max 
L. Margolis, the editor. This, too, is 
indicative of the state of American 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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Israel’s Ambassador Abba Eban is presented with the first copy off press of the ne 


JPS volume written by the President of Israel, Itzhak Ben Zvi, The Exiled and t 
Redeemed. Making the presentation, at the Israel Embassy in Washington, are (le 
to right): JPS Executive Secretary Lesser Zussman, Mr. Eban, JPS Trustee Morton 
















H. Wilner of Washington, and Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor of the Society. 





JPS Celebrates 7Oth Year 
(Continued from Page 1) 


Jewish learning 50 years ago. The 
translation came off press in 1917 and 
has served English-speaking Jewry 
ever since. Incidentally, the Society 
has profited from its experience in 
that first effort, so that its current 
approach to a new translation is dif- 
ferent—as different as the contem- 
porary American Jewish community 
differs from that of four decades ago. 

The 25th anniversary of the So- 
ciety was celebrated for two days 
(April 5 and 6, 1913), in Philadelphia. 
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Published quarterly by The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 222 N. 
Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. Sub- 
scription price 25c per year. Second class 
mail privileges authorized at Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 


It began with an authors’ evening on 
Saturday and concluded with a mem- 
bership dinner on Sunday. The most 
important Jews in the country attend- 
ed the dinner; practically all the noted 
men and institutions in the world 
sent greetings. From this viewpoint— 
the recognition of the JPS as central 
in Jewish life—things have decidedly 
changed. The reason is obvious: two 
wars, unspeakable tragedies, the needs 
of Palestine and Israel have drawn 
attention away from American Jew- 
ish cultural needs, so that men and 
women of energy and spirit have d 

voted their powers to more apparent 

immediate problems. Whether or not 
this is a healthy situation is for each 
person to decide; the point is that 
soon after its 25th anniversary the 
JPS suffered an eclipse. Had it not 
been for a number of spiritually per- 
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Covenant Memberships 
For Children Launched 


Now that the first one of the Cove- 
nant Books (SILVERSMITH OF OLD 


@ York: Myer Myers, by William 


ise) is out, and a second one (BorR- 
DER HAWK: August Bondi, by Lloyd 
Alexander) soon to be on the way, the 
time has come to put the full plan 
before our readers. 

Covenant Books are planned as a 
series of biographies of Jews from 
biblical times to our own day. 

We hope to produce four Covenant 
Books each year. In addition to the 
two mentioned above, we expect our 
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THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH 
PSALMS 119.105 











mar David, distinguished Israeli artist, 
is the designer of this new bookplate, 
which was commissioned by the JPS. It 
is offered, without additional charge, to- 
gether with any book or Bible purchased 
as a gift for a confirmand. Shown here 
in reduced size, the bookplate is avail- 
able in 4-inch and 3-inch widths, with 
gummed back ready for mounting. 





1958 distribution to 


include: Jo 
DAVIDSON, by Lois Harris Kuhn, and 
JUBAL AND THE PROPHET (Jeremiah), 
by Frieda Clark Hyman. We have in 


preparation: THE UNCOMMON SOL- 
DIER: Major Alfred Mordecai, by Rob- 
ert D. Abrahams; EMMA LAZARUS, by 
Eve Merriam; and THE FIRST AMER- 
ICAN RABBI (Isaac Aboab), by Emily 
Hahn. A number of other books are 
in process. 

The distribution of these books 
should be extensive. Through them we 
hope to restore the Jewish hero to his 
rightful place in the mind of the Jew- 
ish child. For these books are geared 
to an age level (11 to 15) when imag- 
ination comes alive and looks for a 
model and a hero. The publishing firm 
of Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, our 
partners in this venture, are taking 
care of the distribution of these books 
to commercial booksellers; we of the 
JPS are instituting another plan. 


The JPS, as of this moment, has 
initiated a Covenant Book Member- 
ship. At $7.50 a year, a young man 
or woman, between the ages of 11 and 
15, may enroll or be enrolled as a 
Covenant Book Member and receive 
four Covenant books during the course 
of the year. This, like everything else 
in the JPS, is an outstanding book 
bargain, since it means a saving of 
more than one-third of the list price, 
with no additional charge for packing 
and shipping. Such memberships will 
make welcome birthday, graduation, 
bar-mitzvah and bat-mitzvah gifts. 
Enroll your young friends at once! A 
convenient form will be found on page 7. 











Philadelphia. 


Like a photograph that has faded with 
the passage of years, the memories of 
the Jewish Publication Society’s activ- 
ities 50 years ago are beginning to dim 
for Justice Horace Stern. He can re- 
member the names and the events and 
many of the faces, but after a long lapse 
of time, it isn’t easy to recall the precise 
details. It was as far back as 1906 that 
he first became a member of the JPS, 
and many, many things have transpired 
since that time. 


Justice Stern points with pride to the 
fact that his father as a very young 
man was a member in 1845 of the very 
first Publication Society, and renewed 
his affiliation when the JPS was recon- 
stituted in 1888. It was only natural 
that young Horace Stern would read the 
fine books his father had collected at 
home. When he was married, in 1906, he 
immediately became a member of the 
JPS himself, upon leaving his paternal 
homestead. 


“Actually, I can remember attending 
either the first or second meeting, which 


Edwin Wolf 
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Three Seore Years 
and Ten 


In view of the approaching seventieth anniversary of the 
JPS, we thought that the present members of the Society 
would be interested in the recollections and comments of an 
elder and sage in our midst. Justice Horace Stern, until re- 
cently Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 4 
has the longest record of service as an officer of the JPS, 
this year being his 46th term as vice-president. His memories 
of the JPS date back to his childhood. 

Mr. Sylvan Kling, assistant editor of the Philadelphia Jew- 
ish Exponent, offers herewith the record of an interview he 
recently had with Justice Stern in the latter’s law office in 


the Old Mercantile Hall. 


” 


was held in 
I must have been 10 or 12 at the time, 
Justice Stern says. “But the rest is 
somewhat hazy now.” 


in 1918, a vice-president. At the : 
the Society was publishing four boo™a 
year. Membership was then in the neigh- 
borhood of 5,000. The membership dues 
brought in $14,000 and the sale of books 
amounted to $7,000. The total yearly in- 
come was $21,000. But, as Justice Stern 
says, times were certainly different then. 


In 1908, he was named a ine 


“Just reviewing the names of the peo- 
ple who were active in the JPS makes 
me think that there were indeed giants 
in those days. I remember that our 
trustees included Dr. Cyrus Adler, Judge 
Mayer Sulzberger, Daniel P. Hayes, 
Cyrus Sulzberger, Julius Rosenwald and 
A. Leo Weil. Edwin Wolf, grandfather 
of our current president, was president 
at the time. Henrietta Szold was secre- 
tary of the Publications Committee. 
Another great name in Jewish life, Louis 
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Marshall, later became interested in the 
work of the Society.” 


There was agitation, too, as there 
must be in every expanding organization. 
Due credit must go to Dr. Krauskopf 

~coming up with the idea of forming 
@: publication society, Justice Stern 
says, and his plan was taken up by 
others and given national scope. It was 
at the first JPS dinner (presumably the 
tenth anniversary) that Judge Sulz- 
berger delivered the principal address. 
He referred to everyone who had played 
a role in reorganizing the JPS—but de- 
liberately omitted Dr. Krauskopf’s name. 
It created a commotion which led to 
partisanship among committee members 
that took years to repair. 


“In those days as now, publications 
varied in their nature. They embraced 
scholarly works on the one hand and 
novels and lighter literature on the 
other. There were juveniles, too. But all 
of them were of Jewish interest.” He 
well recalls devouring the first novel, 
RABBI AND PRIEST, by Milton Goldsmith, 


: later, the works of Zangwill, with 
“vivid pictures of Jewish home 


.’ In fact, Justice Stern is proud to 
own every single volume the JPS has 
published during its 70 years of exist- 
ence. 

In the 70-year history of the institu- 
tion, there have been the usual ups and 
downs. Justice Stern accepts it philo- 
sophically. 

“At different periods, there have been 
erises and events in Jewish and non- 


Cyrus Adler 





@:: life which have temporarily 
(raced the complete identification of 
some of our leaders with the JPS. For 
example, two world wars and the rise 
and development of the State of Israel. 
But on the whole, I do not think any 
responsible person in our whole commu- 
nity has ever doubted the value or im- 
portance of our work.” 


What does Justice Stern consider the 
most significant book ever published by 
the JPS? 

This question brings a smile to his 
lips. He finds it difficult to draw an 
accurate picture without consulting the 
complete list of published works. When 
pressed, he acknowledges that first and 
foremost is the Jewish Publication Soci- 
ety BIBLE. Second is Gretz’s HISTORY OF 
THE JEWS. 

“Later developments in scholarship 
somewhat lessened its authority—but it 
still remains a masterly and comprehen- 
sive exposition of the history of our 
people. 

“One can hardly rate the relative 
value and significance of the books 
among such a complete, rich library, 
but there naturally come to mind such 
treasures as LEGENDS OF THE JEWS and 
Zangwill’s novels. Two extremely valu- 
able books were Dr. Grayzel’s History 
and Mortimer Cohen’s PATHWAYS 
THROUGH THE BIBLE.” 


What is the role of the Society in 
years to come? 


“With the constant growth of the 
Jewish population of America, the con- 
stantly increasing diversification of its 
interests and great opportunities for 
contact and participation in all forms of 
civic and communal life, it might be 
thought that the influence and impor- 
tance of any one educational or cultural 
Society like ours would diminish. But I 
am confident that this is not and will 
not be true of the Jewish Publication 
Society. Outside of their religion, there 


Mayer Sulzberger 





is nothing more important to Jews than 
a passion for the acquisition of knowl- 
edge; therefore, an institution which 
supplies them with current works of a 
scholarly and literary nature, carefully 
selected out of the great mass of con- 
temporary productions, makes a contri- 
bution to American Jewish life that can- 
not be otherwise supplied.” 
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JPS Celebrates 70th Year 
(Continued from page 2) 
ceptive Jews it might not have sur- 
vived its third and fourth decades. 
Let us spend a moment reminiscing 
about books published by the JPS. It 
is interesting that of the 60 or so 
volumes published by the Society dur- 
ing its first 20 years, a third were 
stories and texts for children and 
adolescents, and more than half the 
books for adults were of a rather 


popular nature. This certainly corre- 
sponded to the nature of the Jewish 
population of that day. As time went 
on two changes took place in Ameri- 
can Jewry: Jewish-content books be- 
came increasingly acceptable to com- 
mercial publishers, and more volumes 
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of a scholarly nature were written in 
English. Both these changes were de- 
sirable, and the JPS may claim a 
measure of credit for both, especially 
for the first. But the result was an 
increasing preponderance of the schol: 
arly on JPS lists. 


Birthdays, especially of the young 
and vigorous, also call for plans. Now 
that the JPS is 70 years young and, 
we flatter ourselves, as vigorous as 
ever, the community may expect a 
blueprint for the future. This too will 
be forthcoming in good time. One 
innovation, Covenant Books, is, in 
fact, described elsewhere in this very 
issue of the Bookmark; another will 
be discussed in our next. There will 
be more. The JPS continues to serve 
the American Jewish community. 









The Southern California Committee of the Society presented a JPS Family Bib 
to the noted motion picture producer-director Cecil B. DeMille, in honor of hi 
film, “The Ten Commandments,” and “in recognition of his leadership in the motion 
picture industry and for his efforts to make the Judeo-Christian heritage a living 
reality.”” Shown at the presentation, which was held in conjunction with the recent 
JPS dinner in Los Angeles, are (left to right): Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin, of the 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple, who was co-chairman of the dinner; Mr. DeMille; 
Samuel D. Steinberg, dinner co-chairman, and Cyrus Levinthal, chairman of the 
Southern California Committee. 
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yr,¢ BEWISH BOOK MONTH 


NOV. 15 — DEC. 15 


This display, photographed at a branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia, exem- 
plifies the excellent response which greeted the notice in the last issue of the 
Bookmark, offering JPS materials for use in conjunction with Jewish Book Month 
observance. More than 500 requests were received as a result of the notice, leading 
to the distribution, for Book Month use, of 40,000 pieces of JPS literature and 
3,500 JPS book jackets. In the Philadelphia library display, pictured above, five 
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Enroll your child—age 11 to 15—or the child of a friend 
as a COVENANT BOOK MEMBER of the JPS 


Covenant Book memberships cost $7.50 and assure delivery of the four 
COVENANT BOOKS scheduled for publication in 1958. Books will be 
mailed as published, directly to the recipient, with no additional 
charges for handling or postage. Acknowledgments will be sent to 
both donor and recipient. 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

222 N. 15th St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $............ (at the rate of $7.50 each) 

to enroll the following children as Covenant Book Members of the JPS. 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 


RII royals Oe v3) Sila ptoae ewe oe ern ewe Malti maoes Bake YO SRT Pere ere 
PO Ee ere aCe arr Ce eT eC Ce OCR LR OR 
rar osha oars lhe ats stacere eels waists era awo cokes cee ae sens iLO a ars decenes oe wares 
RNIN MI rg) So c80s Cre! io aig! Wc iho Mi ar ar woke eae ol RR NS Sav OEE POON ns in alee aaa eee 
PORN SP icc cas gts Gia at cee ay & Aa a ALC ON eal es Oa ene ae 
Cri hee eSitle wane butieeUaweneetererncadteeues EME 6 ocin cvialeroecwdae ec 
GIFT OF 

RSG 52005 os al rol ald ecdua ot a nce ore ate Gita eh ans e We Merc ROEe nine rein eae aetae eee 
LCE Re Pea ee eT a EEE Ce eR TT ree ee TL Te Cr 
CHU oA Wiviatne cada een oe lee Vacate Sue a er eawimensre SGGCG ss as wis satan eeee 





The JPS Bookmark 


Two New Volumes Published 


_ 
: 








The 1957 list is completed, and the 1958 publication schedule launched, with these 
two newest JPS publications. THE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, Volume 59 
in an unbroken series since 1899, is the standard reference annual on Jewish Affairs. 
It will appear early in April. Simon Dubnow’s NATIONALISM AND HISTORY, sub- 
titled Essays on Old and New Judaism, presents the great historian’s philosophy of 
Jewish history, with an introduction by the editor of the volume, Koppel S. Pinson, 
which in itself is a significant contribution to Jewish historical understanding. 
Dubnow’s work and thought exerted—and continue to exert—a profound influence 
on Jewish life. 
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